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TAGS: ETRD, PINT, SOPN, CA, JA 

SUBJECT: ONTARIO MISSION TO JAPAN FACING CONCERN OVER CANADIAN 
UNITY 

1 . TORONTO GZ AND TORONTO STAR PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 

COLUMNISTS CLAIRE HOY AND JONATHAN MANTHORPE BOTH FILED STORIES 
FROM TOKYO IN SEPTEMBER 26 PAPERS STRESSING STATEMENTS OF 
CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN BRUCE RANKIN AT BRIEFING FOR 
ONTARIO TRADE DELEGATION LED BY PREMIER WILLIAM DAVIS. 

RANKIN REPORTED TO HAVE TOLD GROUP TO BE "CANADIANS FIRSTAND 
FROM ONTARIO SECOND" AS THE JAPANESE "FIND OUR SYSTEM BAFFLING 
ENOUGH" AND "FLAUNTING OUR REGIONALISM ABROAD IS NOT IN 
OUR BEST INTERESTS." 

2. PREMIER DAVIS PLANS A MAJOR SPEECH TO BUSINESSMEN IN TOKYO 

ON CANADIAN UNITY AND THE COLUMNISTS SUGGEST ONTARIO WILL HAVE 
AN UPHILL BATTLE TO OVERCOME THE "HARDNOSED AND PESSIMISTIC 
VIEW OF CANADA" WHICH HAS RESULTED FROM A VERY UNFAVORABLE REPORT 
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ON THE CANADAIN ECONOMY, LABOR RELATIONS AND WORK HABITS GIVEN 
TO JAPANESE BUSINESS LEADERS LAST YEAR. 

3. SITUATION, AS WELL AS AMBASSADOR RANKIN'S PRICKLY 
SENSITIVITY REPORTED TO BE INFLUENCED ALSO BY QUEBEC FOOD SALES 
MISSION WHICH RECENTLY SPENT THREE WEEKS IN JAPAN. QUEBEC GROUP, 
ACCORDING TO MANTHORPE, THOROUGHLY CONFUSED HIGHLY CENTRALIST 
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JAPANESE BY INSISTING ON MAKING ALL OFFICIAL SPEECHES IN 
FRENCH, A "BAFFLING" OCCURANCE TO THE JAPANESE FOR A "REGIONAL 
GROUP... FROM A PREDOMINATLY ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRY." 

DIGGINS 
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